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PSCI-400: 
International Politics: 

Democracy and Political Institutions 
in Comparative Perspective 

 

Winter 2017: 
Tuesdays and Thursdays, 4:00 p.m. to 5:50 p.m. 

Chemical Sciences (CS) 222 
 
Dr. Fabián A. Borges 
Email: fabian.borges@csusb.edu 
Office Hours: SBS-117 
Tuesdays 9:30-11:30 a.m., Thursdays 2:00-3:00 p.m. or by appointment 
 
**ELECTRONIC DEVICES WILL NOT ALLOWED IN THIS CLASS** 
 
1. Introduction 
All politics is local, or at least national. And, thus, in order to understand the 
relationship between two or more countries, it is necessary to first understand 
their domestic politics. Students taking this course will be introduced to the 
basic concepts and tools necessary to compare and contrast the domestic 
politics of countries around the world. 
 
The course is divided into four sections. The first section explores the main 
features of political systems: the degree to which states have control over 
their assigned territory (stateness/failed states) and the number and types of 
actors that influence major political decisions (regime type). The section that 
follows analyzes the way democratic regimes filter policy demands emanating 
from society (institutions). Following several classes contrasting the main 
types of democratic institutions and their effects, the class explores the role 
of institutions in non-democratic regimes. 
 
The first two sections provide the tools necessary for understanding the third 
section on the causes of regime change (democratization, democratic 
backsliding and democratic breakdown). Following a survey of the main 
explanations of regime change, the class will addresses two of the biggest 
puzzles in comparative politics: the persistence of authoritarianism in both 
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the Middle East and China. The section ends with a look at emerging threats 
to democracy in rich countries. 
 
The final section assesses the prospects for democracy in societies with deep 
ethnic and religious divisions. After analyzing the role of these types of 
divisions in fostering political violence (i.e. terrorism, civil war and genocide), 
the course concludes by revisiting the role of institutions as a means of 
preventing political conflict (affirmative action, ethno-federalism, partition). 
 
2. Evaluation: 
Grades for the course will be calculated as follows: 
 

A) Class Attendance and Participation (5%): Class attendance is 
mandatory. You are allowed a maximum of TWO unexcused absences. 
Each additional unexcused absence will cost you 1.5 participation 
points. Additional points will be deducted if you are caught texting 
during class. 
 

B) Quizzes (20%): There will be weekly in-class quizzes. The lowest quiz 
grade will be dropped. Quizzes will consist of identification and 
multiple choice questions. Their purpose is to ensure that you remain 
up to date on the class readings. Students who do the readings, attend 
class and keep up with current events will not find the quizzes difficult 
(see appendix for quiz grading rubric). 
 

C) Mid-Term Exam (25%) and Final Exam (25%): The midterm and final 
exams will be in-class and will each consist of short answer and essay 
questions. Questions will be based on class lectures and course 
readings, and will, when possible, be linked to current events. Material 
covered in the mid-term will not be part of the final.  
 

D) Proposed Constitution Assignment (25%): A final paper will be due on 
the last day of class. As part of this assignment you will be required to 
draft a new democratic constitution for a hypothetical country. The 
goal of the exercise is for you to apply what you will learn in the class 
with regard to state fragility, democracies, political institutions, and 
the sources of political violence. The paper should be approximately 10 
pages in length (double-spaced, standard margins, 12 point font) 
excluding citations. Detailed instructions on this assignment will be 
provided on the first class following the mid-term. A draft of the 
assignment will be due in class on March 2. The final version of the 
assignment will be due on the last day of class. 
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3. Reading Materials 
 Textbook: David J. Samuels. 2012. Comparative Politics. New York: 

Pearson Education. 
 All other readings are available on Blackboard.  

 
4. More on Class Participation 
You should actively participate in class discussions. Comments and questions 
made in class will weigh heavily in determining your class participation 
grade. Regular attendance is a key determinant of success in this course and 
is MANDATORY. The readings serve as a background, not as a substitute, 
for the lectures and class discussions. Absences will result in a deduction in 
your class participation grade and will affect your ability to answer the exam 
questions.  
 
Two of the most important components of a college education are 1) learning 
to think critically about the world around you, and 2) being able to express 
those thoughts to others. Therefore, you are expected to remain up to date on 
current events in world politics. A few minutes at the start of each class will 
be dedicated to discussing current events. Current events may also feature in 
in-class quizzes if I perceive that students are not keeping up to date with the 
news. Recommended news sources include but are not limited to: 
 
The Economist, www.economist.com 
Financial Times, www.ft.com 
The New York Times, www.newyorktimes.com 
The Wall Street Journal, online.wsj.com 
BBC, www.bbc.co.uk 
Bloomberg, www.bloomberg.com 
 
5. Additional Policies 
Before class begins, please turn off your cell phones, MP3 players, computers 
etc.  
 
Additionally, please refrain from: frequently arriving late for class; talking, 
sleeping, or studying other materials in class; and leaving class early. In 
general, please be polite and respectful to your fellow students and me. I 
reserve the right to lower your final grade for consistently discourteous 
classroom behavior. 
 
As a general rule, make-up exams and quizzes will not be offered. Students 
who miss exams and quizzes because of scheduled activities of an official 
University student organization, a religious holiday, or a verifiable illness 
should contact the instructor in advance so that alternative arrangements 
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can be made. The instructor may request documentation explaining the 
absence. No incompletes will be assigned, but for extreme circumstances. 
 
6. Political Science Learning Goals 

Goal 1: Students will be able to evaluate the institutions of politics. 
Goal 2: Students will be able to evaluate the theories of politics. 
Goal 3: Students will be able to evaluate the policies of politics.  
Goal 4: Students will have experience as active participants in politics 

and/or academic organizations within the discipline of political science. 
Goal 5: Students will obtain effective written communication skills. 

 
7. Academic Integrity 
Cheating will not be tolerated. Any student caught cheating, plagiarizing, or 
otherwise violating the Code of Academic Ethics is in big trouble. If caught in 
any of these activities, the result is an automatic zero on the assignment, 
exercise or exam. Be sure to review the information on plagiarism and 
citations in your paper instructions. 
 
As a precautionary measure to prevent plagiarism, final papers must be 
submitted electronically through Turnitin. 
 
8. SSD Statement: 
“If you are in need of an accommodation for a disability in order to participate 
in this class, please let me know ASAP and also contact Services to Students 
with Disabilities at UH-183, (909) 537-5238.” 
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Course Schedule 
Class #1 (Jan. 10): Course Outline/Intro to Comparative Politics  

 What is comparative politics?  
 What types of questions do we ask in comparative politics? 
 How does comparative politics differ from international relations? 
 How do we build arguments in comparative politics?  
 What are the challenges to building arguments in comparative politics? 
 How do we obtain evidence to build arguments in comparative politics? 

 
Readings:  

 Samuels, Chapter 1 
 

Part 1: States and Regimes 
Class #2 (Jan. 12): The State 

 What is a state? 
 What is the purpose of the state? 
 What is the difference between states, governments and nations? 
 What factors explain the emergence of the world’s first nation-states? 

 
Readings: 

 Samuels, Chapter 2 
 
Class #3 (Jan. 17): (Absence of) The State 

 What factors explain the emergence of newer (post-colonial) states?  
 How can we measure state “strength”? 
 How do we define and measure a state’s “weakness” or “failure”? 
 What are the consequences of state failure? 

 
Readings: 

 Kasfir, Nelson. “Domestic Anarchy, Security Dillemma and Violent 
Predation: Causes of Failure.” In Robert I. Rotberg, ed., When States Fail: 
Causes and Consequences. Princeton: Princeton University Press, 53-78. 

  The Economist. 2009. “Fixing a Broken World.” January 29.  
 
Class #4 (Jan. 19): Democracy I: Concept and Measurement 

 What is democracy and how is it measured? 
 What differentiates a democratic from a non-democratic form of government? 
 How has democracy evolved over time? 
 

Readings: 
 Samuels, Chapter 3, 58-65. 
 Achen, Cristopher, and Larry M. Bartels. 2016. Democracy for Realists: Why 

Elections Do Not Produce Responsive Governments. Princeton: Princeton 
University Press. 

o Ch. 11: Groups and Power: Toward a Realist Theory of Democracy,” 
297-319. 
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 The Economist. 2016. “Karl Popper on Democracy.” Jan. 31. 
 
Class #5 (Jan. 24): Democracy II: Global Trends 

 How has the number of democracies in the world evolved over time? 
 Is democracy in global decline? Why or why not? 
 What are the main threats facing contemporary democracy? 

 
Readings: 

 Diamond, Larry. 2015. “Facing Up to Democratic Recession.” Journal of 
Democracy 26, 1:45-58. 

 Levitsky, Steven, and Lucan Way. 2015. “The Myth of Democratic Recession.” 
Journal of Democracy 26, 1:45-58. 

 Diamond, Larry. 2016. “Russia and the Threat to Liberal Democracy: How 
Vladimir Putin is making the World Safe for Autocracy.” The Atlantic, Dec. 
9. 

 
Class #6 (Jan. 26) Non-Democracy: Varieties of Dictatorship 

 What is the distinction between totalitarianism and authoritarianism? 
 What defines the distinction between communism and fascism? 
 What is selectorate theory and how does it contribute to our understanding 

of dictatorships? 
  

Readings: 
 Samuels, Chapter 4 

 

Part 2: Institutions: Nuts and Bolts of Politics 
Class #7 (Jan. 31): Democratic Institutions I: Madison’s Dilemma 

 What are political institutions and what function to they serve? 
 How do democracies balance the tension between limited and effective 

government?  
 What are veto players? 

 
Readings: 

 Samuels, Chapter 3, 66-79. 
 Warntjen, Andreas. 2010. “Veto Players.” In Encyclopedia of Power, ed. Keith 

Dowding. London: Sage, 687-692.  
 
Class #8 (Feb. 2): Democratic Institutions II: Perils of Presidentialism? 

 How do presidential and parliamentary democracies differ? 
 How does the relationship between executive and legislative branches of 

government address Madison’s Dilemma?  
 Why are presidential democracies deemed to be less stable?  

 
Readings: 

 McCubbins, Matthew. 2000. “Gridlock.” In The Encyclopedia of Democratic 
Thought, ed. Barry Clarke and Joe Foweraker. New York: Routledge Press, 
321-325. 



PSCI-400: Winter 2017 

Page 7 of 10 
 

 Linz, Juan J. 1990. “The Perils of Presidentialism.” Journal of Democracy 1, 
1: 51-69.  

 Yglesias, Matthew. 2013. “Juan Linz’s Bad News for America.” Slate.com, 
Oct. 2.  
 

Class #9 (Feb. 7): Democratic Institutions III: Turning Votes into Seats 
 What are the main differences between a majoritarian/plurality and 

proportional electoral systems? And why do they matter? 
 How do different electoral processes affect political representation and 

accountability? 
 
Readings: 

 Samuels, Chapter 3, 79-90. 
 Benoit, Kenneth. 2006. “Duverger’s Law and the Study of Electoral Systems.” 

French Politics 4, 1:69-83.  
 Lijphart, Arend. 2004. “Constitutional Design for Divided Societies.” Journal 

of Democracy 15, 2:96-109. 
 Drutman, Lee. 2016. “How to Build a New Majority in American Politics: Both 

Parties are Cracking Up.” Vox.com, Dec. 6. 
 The Economist. 2016. “Make Me: Compulsory Voting is Hardest to Enact in 

the Places where it would Make Most Difference.” May 28. 
 

Part 3: Regime Change in Comparative Perspective 
Class #10 (Feb. 9): Democratization I: 

 Why are some countries democratic and others not? 
 What does modernization theory posit? 
 What are the international-level political sources of regime change? 

 
Readings: 

 Samuels, Chapter 5 
 Huntington, Samuel P. 1991. The Third Wave: Democratization in the Late 

Twentieth Century. Norman, Oklahoma: University of Oklahoma Press. 
o Ch. 3: “How? Processes of Democratization,” 109-124. 

 Haggard, Stephan, and Robert R. Kaufman. 2016. Dictators and Democrats: 
Masses, Elites and Regime Change. Princeton: Princeton University Press. 

o “Modeling Democratic Transitions: Distributive Conflict and Elite 
Processes,” 29-47 (browse 39-45); 57-58. 

 Class Concludes with Mid-Term Review and a Q/A Session (HAVE 
QUESTIONS!) 

 
Class #12 (Feb. 14): In-Class Mid-Term (BRING BLUE BOOKS) 

 Class Begins with Last-Minute Mid-Term Q/A Session 
 
Class #13 (Feb. 16): Democratization II: The Arab Spring 

 What explains the robustness of Middle East authoritarianism? 
 What roles have Islam and natural-resource wealth played? 
 What were the causes of the Arab Spring? 
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 What explains the differing outcomes of the Arab Spring? 
 
Readings: 

 The Economist. 2016. “Politics in the Middle East: The Arab Winter.” Jan. 9. 
 Brownlee, Jason, Tarek Masoud, and Andrew Reynolds. 2015. The Arab 

Spring: Pathways of Repression and Reform. New York: Oxford University 
Press. 

o Introduction: “The Third Arab Spring,” 1-12. 
o Ch, 2: “Lineages and Repression,” 40-63. 

 
Class #14 (Feb. 21): Democratization III: Will China Democratize? 

 Why has China, despite three decades of dramatic growth, failed to 
democratize? 

 Does this case disprove modernization theory’s predictions on democracy? 
 Does the “China Model” offer a desirable alternative to democracy? 

 
Readings: 

 Nathan, Andew J. 2016. “The Puzzle of the Chinese Middle Class.” Journal 
of Democracy 27, 2:5-19. 

 Pei, Mixing. 2016. “Transition in China? More Likely Than You Think.” 
Journal of Democracy 27, 4:5-20. 

 Bell, Daniel A. 2015. “Chinese Democracy Isn't Inevitable: Can a Political 
System be Democratically Legitimate without Being Democratic? The 
Atlantic, May 29. 

 
Class #11 (Feb. 23): Dictatorship Revised: Explaining Authoritarian Persistence 

 What is the role of elections and parliaments in authoritarian regimes? 
 Do these differences matter or are they merely window dressing? 
 Do these differences affect the prospects for democratic transition? 

 
Readings: 

 Domínguez, Jorge. I. 2011. “The Perfect Dictatorship?: Comparing 
Authoritarian Rule in South Korea and in Argentina, Brazil, Chile, and 
Mexico. In Byung-Kook Kim and Ezra F. Vogel, eds. The Park Chung Hee 
Era: The Transformation of South Korea. Cambridge: Harvard University 
Press, 573-585; 597-602. 

 Haggard, Stephan, and Robert R. Kaufman. 2016. Dictators and Democrats: 
Masses, Elites and Regime Change. Princeton: Princeton University Press. 

o “Modeling Democratic Transitions: Distributive Conflict and Elite 
Processes,” 61-69; 88-89. 

 Kendall-Taylor, Andrea, and Erica Frantz. 2014. “How Autocracies Fall.” 
Washington Quarterly 37,1:35-47. 

 
Class #15 (Feb. 28): Global Democracy on the Defensive? 

 What explains the reversion of democratic regimes to authoritarianism? 
 What is competitive authoritarianism?  Are in-between regimes (neither 

democratic not authoritarian) sustainable in the long run? 
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Readings: 

 Bermeo, Nancy. 2016. “On Democratic Backsliding,” Journal of Democracy 
27, 1: 5-19. 

 Levitsky, Steven, and Lucan Way. 2002. “The Rise of Competitive 
Authoritarianism.” Journal of Democracy 13, 2:51-65. 

 Haggard, Stephan, and Robert R. Kaufman. 2016. Dictators and Democrats: 
Masses, Elites and Regime Change. Princeton: Princeton University Press. 

o Ch. 6: “Inequality, Development, and the Weak Democracy 
Syndrome,” 219-235. 
 

Class #16 (March 2): Populism and Deconsolidation in Established Democracies? 
 FINAL PAPER DRAFT DUE IN CLASS! 
 Are rich-world democracies safe from democratic backsliding and reversion? 
 How will the recent wave of populism in rich-world democracies affect 

democracy there? 
 
Readings: 

 Fukuyama, Francis. 2016. “American Political Decay or Renewal?: The 
Meaning of the 2016 Election.” Foreign Affairs 95, 4:58-68. 

 Foa, Roberto Stefan, and Yascha Mounk. Forthcoming. “The Signs of 
Deconsolidation.” Journal of Democracy. 

 Inglehart, Ronald. 2016. “The Danger of Deconsolidation: How Much Should 
We Worry?” Journal of Democracy 27, 3:18-23.  

 Friedman, George. 2016. “A New Roadmap for Political Factions: ‘Nationalist’ 
and ‘Internationalist’ Might Better Describe Current Politics than ‘Left’ and 
‘Right.’” Geopolitcal Futures, July 5. 

 The Economist. 2016. “Britain’s Two-Party System is heading for Multiple 
Splits.” Dec. 10. 

 

Part 4: Politics and Democracy in Divided Societies 
Class #17 (March 7): Political Identity and Ethnic Politics 

 What are the main forms of political identity?  
 What is the “primordialist” approach to understanding the politicization of 

identity? 
 What is the “constructivist” approach to understanding the politicization of 

identity? 
 
Readings: 
 Samuels, Chapter 6 

 
Class #18 (March 9): Religion and Politics 

 What are some potential sources of tension between religious tradition and 
democratic principles?  

 Does having a Christian tradition necessarily mean democracy will emerge?  
 Does a Muslim religious culture necessarily threaten democracy’s prospects? 
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 Is there a relationship between economic modernization, secularization, and 
democratization? 
 

Readings: 
 Samuels, Chapter 7 
 Fish, M. Steven. 2011. Are Muslims Distinctive?: A Look at the Evidence. 

New York: Oxford University Press. 
o Ch. 7: “Democracy,” 229-250. 

 
Class #19 (March 14): Political Violence I: Types and Causes 

 What are the main causes of civil war? 
 What role do identity (ethnic and religious) play in bringing about civil war? 
 What domestic factors drive terrorism? 
 What conditions make genocide possible? 

 
Readings: 

 Samuels, Chapter 10 
 
Class #20 (March 16): Political Violence II: Institutional Solutions 

 FINAL PAPER DUE IN CLASS! 
 Under what conditions can democracy survive and thrive in a divided society? 
 What are institutional solutions that have been implemented with the aim of 

preventing conflict and sustaining democracy in divided societies? 
 How well have these institutional solutions worked in practice? 

 
Readings: 

 Hale, Henry E. 2004. “Divided We Stand: Institutional Sources of 
Ethnofederal State Survival and Collapse.” World Politics 56, 2:165-193. 

 Khedery, Ali. 2015. “Iraq in Pieces: Breaking Up to Stay Together.” Foreign 
Affairs 94, 6: 33-41. 

 
FINAL EXAM: TUESDAY, MARCH 22: 4:00 PM to 5:50 PM. 


